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Department of Religious Studies 
Spring 2019 Schedule of Classes 

   

Undergrad Lecture Courses 

 
Introduction to Religious Studies 

REL 100.001 17608 

McCutcheon, TR 9:30-10:45, NL 1014 

Core course that surveys debates in the history of the 

field, definition of religion, insider/outsider problem, 

theories of religion and religion & law; ideal intro to 

the study of religion in a public university. HU INB 

 

Religions of the World 

REL 102.001 14726 

 Ramey, TR 2:00-3:15, FA 120  

Core course that is an interdisciplinary intro to the 

comparative study of practices and concepts identified 

as the world’s religions, highlights ways individuals & 

communities across cultures organize their lives & 

values. HU INB 

 

Honors Introduction to Religious Studies 

REL 105.001 17612 

 Crews, TR 9:30-10:45, MA 207 

REL 105.002 17613 

 Crews, TR 11:00-12:15, MA 207 

REL 105.003 17614 

 Crews, TR 2:00-3:15, MA 207 

Honors/Core intro; examines material in greater detail 

than REL 100 and in a smaller classes. A min. 3.3 

GPA is required. HU INB 

 

Introduction to the New Testament 

REL 112.001 15513 

 Newton, TR 12:30-1:45, FA 214 

This course is an intro to the ancient Hellenistic 

world as the social matrix in which early Christianity 

appeared; examines the narrative traditions about 

Jesus framed in the Gospels & the writings of Paul. 

HU INB 

 

Religion and Film in America 

REL 124.001 17618 

 Trost, T 3:30-5:50, LY 120 

Focuses on debates between American culture & 

religious identity by studying six famous films from 

the last 20 years, with readings on religion & culture. 

HU  
 

Religion, Politics, and Law 

REL 130.001 17619 

 Altman, TR 9:30-10:45, LY 132 

This intro course on religion & the nation-state; the 

role of religion in liberal political theory, secularism, 

and the modern rise of the nation-state, particularly 

helpful to students interested in history, political 

science, law, and philosophy. HU 

 

Holocaust in Historical Perspective 

REL 223.001 17620 

 Jacobs, TR 11:00-12:15, LY 120 

Explores this complex phenomenon of the Holocaust 

(or Shoah) in terms of historical antisemitism, the 

practice of genocide, responses to the Holocaust, & the 

future of genocide. 

 

Religious Existentialism  

REL 231.990 17621 

 Loewen, TR 12:30-1:45, MA 207 

Surveys the influential school of modern, Western 

religious thought called religious existentialism, 

reviewing major texts, authors, & themes of this 

eclectic movement, e.g., Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, 

Buber, Heidegger, de Beauvoir, Sartre, etc. HU 

____________________________________________ 

Undergrad Seminars 
 

Tales from Asia 

REL 322.001 17622 

 Ramey, W 3:30-5:50, MA 210 

This Core Writing seminar analyzes cultures of 

stories associated with Asia, investigating versions of 

two specific stories (the Ramayana and Journey to the 

West) to address issues surrounding myths, the 

politics of translation, cultural identity, & adaptations 

for various ideological purposes. W ASST 

 

Theories of Myth 

REL 341.001 19386 

 Touna, T 3:30-5:50, MA 210 

What’s the difference between a myth and a story? 

How did scholars try to explain the origin and 

function of myths? The course addresses these by 

looking at several myths of the ancient Greco-Roman 

alongside theories scholars developed in order to 

understand them. W INB 

 

Religion & Popular Culture 

REL 360.001 10096 

Crews, T 6:30-9:00 Jan. 15, Jan. 29, Feb. 12, 

Mar. 19, Apr. 16     Location: LY 120 
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This one credit hour course, offered each semester, 

involves monthly films, discussions, & either the Day 

or Aronov Lecture. Students write brief 

commentaries & blog posts on the films. Different 

films are used each semester & is repeatable for up to 

3 credit hours. Open to all students. 

 

Antisemitism and the Crises of Modernity  

REL 371.001 17630 

 Jacobs, TR 2:00-3:15, MA 210 

Addressing the problem of antisemitism—“the world’s 

oldest and longest hatred”—this seminar answers such 

questions as what is antisemitism, is it different from 

other forms of hatred and prejudice, how has it 

manifested itself throughout history, and how can it be 

combatted. 

 

Capstone Senior Seminar  

REL 490.001 17647 

 Touna, R 3:30-5:50, MA 210 

Scholars often talk about religious traditions & 

traditional discourses, but, like many terms, “tradition” 

has a variety of meanings and usages. This seminar 

brings “tradition” into a critical thinking laboratory & 

explores the following questions: What is tradition & 

how are they made and transmitted? What are 

traditions good for/what do people do with traditions? 

Are traditions invented? Are they genuine or spurious? 

What is the relation between “tradition” and “the 

past”? Does the term “tradition” have any analytical 

utility in the study of religion? Required of all REL 

majors and only offered each Spring semester. 

Contact the main office to obtain a permit to 

register. 
____________________________________________ 

 

Grad Seminars  
 

Religious Studies as History, Discipline, & Field 

(recommended) 

REL 504.001 16290 

 Newton, M 3:30-5:50, MA 210 

This graduate seminar surveys the origins, objects of 

study, and pivotal thinkers that scholars highlight 

when outlining Religious Studies. By course end, each 

student will narrate the study of religion in light of 

their own research interests. To enroll you must 

obtain a permit from the main office. 

 

 
 

Capstone Graduate Seminar (required) 

REL 590.001 15520 

 Simmons, T 3:30-5:50, MA 200 

This required seminar, for MA students who are in 

their last semester and working on their thesis, is 

offered each Spring and is an opportunity for students 

to seek input from the Graduate Director and their 

peers; students will present their research and receive 

feedback on drafts of their writing prior to their thesis 

defense and work on revisions to the thesis for 

possible submission. To enroll you must obtain a 

permit from the main office. 

 

500-level independent study courses are also 

available, in consultation with your supervisor. 

____________________________________________ 

 

Undergrad Online Courses 
 

REL 103 HU  Religion in the News 

REL 104 HU Religion in Popular Culture 

REL 110 HU Intro to Old Testament 

REL 112 HU Intro to New Testament (Spr 2) 

 

Distance Learning, Early College, and On Campus 

students can enroll in various REL online courses; 

consult section numbers of contact the main office 

for more info. 

____________________________________________ 

 

B.A. Students: make your advising appt. 

with Prof. Altman (Undergrad Director) prior 
to registering for Spring 2019 

 

 

Find us on Vimeo, SoundCloud or at 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M.A. Students: speak with your 

supervisor/Prof. Simmons (Grad Director) 
about reading courses, language training, or 

classes outside of REL. 

 


